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Cross of CHRIST; that the Scripture sets forth our whole redemption under the name of the cross ; that the sign of the cross was used by the first Christians in all their actions, and especially in the baptizing of their children ; that the abuse of it by the Church of Rome does not take away the lawful use of it; that the same has been approved, by the reformed divines, with sufficient cautions nevertheless against superstition in tlxe use of it, as, that it is no part of the substance of this Sacrament, and that the infant baptized is by virtue of Baptism before it be signecl with the sign of the cross, received into the congregation of CHRIST'S flock, as a perfect member thereof, and not by any power ascribed to the sign of the cross; and therefore, that the same being purged from all popish superstition and error, and reduced to its primary institution upon those rules of doctrine concerning things indifferent, which are consonant to the Word of Goi>, and to the judgments of all the ancient Fathers, ought to be- retained in the Church, considering that things of themselves indifferent do in some sort alter their natures when they become injoined or prohibited by lawful authority.
Private Baptism* Rubric. The curates of every parish shall often warn the people, that without great cause and necessity, they procure not their children to be baptized at home in their houses.
Canon 69. If any minister being duly, without any manner of collusion, informed of the weakness and danger of death of any infant unbaptized in his parish, and thereupon desired to go or come to the place where the baid infant remaineth, to baptize the same, shall either wilfully refuse so to do, or of purpose or of gross negligence shall so defer the time, as when he might conveniently have resorted to the place, and have baptized the said infant, it dieth through such his default unbaptized, the said minister shall be suspended for three months, and before his restitution shall acknowledge his fault, and promise before his ordinary, that he will not wittingly incur the like again. Provided, that where there is a curate, or a substitute, this constitution shall not extend to the parson or vicar himself, but to the curate or substitute present.